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made a dash into the Association, or disaffected gentry attempted a rising, Colonel Cromwell and his men were swift to suppress them. " It's happy/' he wrote, " to resist such beginnings betimes/* and he never failed to do so.
Meanwhile the notion which Hampden had thought impracticable was rapidly becoming a fact. Cromwell's one troop of eighty horse had become the nucleus of a regiment. By March, 1643, he had five troops, and by September, ten. When the New Model army was constituted, his regiment had become a double regiment of fourteen full troops, numbering about eleven hundred troopers. Above all they were men of the same spirit as their colonel. His original troop had been carefully chosen. " He had a special care," writes Baxter, " to get religious men into his troop ; these men were of greater understanding than common soldiers . . . and making not money but that which they took for public felicity to be their end, they were the more engaged to be valiant." The new additions were of the same quality. " Pray raise honest, godly men and I will have them of my regiment/' Cromwell promised the town of Norwich. " My troops increase," he told a friend a few weeks later; " I have a lovely company; you would respect them did you know them ; they are no Anabaptists, they are honest, sober Christians."
The officers were selected on the same principle. " If you choose godly, honest men to be captains of horse, honest men will follow them ; and they will be careful to mount such," wrote Cromwell to the